tent, the relationships among three major groups: the administrators, the professionals, and the clients.
As in the hospital the key relationship is that between doctor and patient, the key relationship in the college is between teacher and student. Since the main business of the college is education, highest value is placed on this relationship.
The administration exists to facilitate it.
A problem of the college, as of the hospital, however, lies in the fact that two status systems exist simultaneously within it, the one bureaucratic, reflecting the administrative hierarchy, the other functional, reflecting the values placed by the community on the functions performed. The conflicts arising out of this dichotomy are probably not as critical in the college as they are in the hospital, but they exist nonetheless.
Within this general pattern of relationship, the librarian is responsible for an enterprise which is ancillary to the main business of the institution, comparable, perhaps, to the pharmacy department, the pathology department, the nursing department in the hospital. Such enterprises are essential to the achievement of the purpose of the parent institution, but they are subordinate, and the position of those responsible for them is often anomalous. The reasons given reveal pretty clearly one or another of the following attitudes toward faculty rank:
1. Faculty rank as a status symbol: "They are not intellectual." "I hate the dichotomy between faculty and staff." "They are adequately represented by the librarian." "I feel there can be proliferation of faculty rank." 2. Faculty rank as related to function:
"They have no contact with educational matters where policy is required." "They are concerned with instruction and discipline." "The reference and circulation librarians are concerned with the educational program."
3. Faculty rank as related to training: "They should have equal rank for equal training."
These quotations demonstrate that faculty rank is recognized as a status symbol, and that where it is jealously guarded, the librarian is considered to be qualified for it primarily by virtue of his function as educator or scholar.
It should be pointed out that in this particular college, the librarian is a member of the faculty, held in high esteem by his colleagues. He has an advanced degree in history, has taught English in the college, and he is clearly a bookman in his interests.
He is also considered a good administrator, and his committee work in the faculty has been primarily with administrative committees.
To get a further idea of the faculty member's conception of the role of the li- If no central body of knowledge exists, is there then any library profession at all? Such a question arises out of the assumption that a core of knowledge is an essential characteristic of a true profession. Those who hold this point of view shift the burden of proof to those who oppose the core concept: accept a core, or reject professional status. . . . The gist of the anticore position is that. . . where certain broad areas of subject matter (cataloging, classification, book selection, etc.) seem to be common to all types of library work, the approaches are so different that special orientation is better than any basic introduction upon which so many alterations will have to be imposed.
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The definition of the core is a practical problem for the profession insofar as the profession takes on the responsibility for As librarianship becomes increasingly concerned with its social role, these questions and many others will need to be answered.
Societas Bibliographica
Theodore Besterman has established at Geneva the Societas Bibliographica, for the production of important works of reference which cannot be handled on a commercial basis. The first publications to be issued over the imprint of the Societas Bibliographica are a third edition of Mr. Besterman's own World Bibliography of Bibliographies, and a second edition of Alfred Loewenberg's Annals of Opera. The first volume of the new World Bibliography appeared in December 1954; the new Annals will appear in February 1955. The editorial address of the Societas Bibliographica is 25 rue des Delices, Geneva, Switzerland; the business address 8 rue Verdaine, Geneva.
